CLOSING THE GAP AT PALM ISLAND

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

The Palm Island Community Development Programme
(CDP) is a remote employment and community
development service. Palm Island CDP aims to help
people find work, while allowing them to contribute to
their communities and gain skills at the same time.

Campbell Page has been supporting the Palm Island community
and it’s employment programs since 2013. Palm Island CDP
commenced in 2015 and the team has since been dedicated

to cre-ating employment opportunities and helping people find
great jobs.

The program works by creating activities that are meaningful to
the individual and have a positive im-pact on the community,
while also helping people learn new skills and build brighter
futures. The Palm Island CDP team also work with the
community to help people overcome any challenges they may
face along the way, so that everyone has the opportunity to be
the best they can be.
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CDP SUCCESS STORY

My name is lan Palmer and this is my story: “I WANT TO

| am a proud man, and a father of 6 beautiful kids - B E A POS |T|VE
four boys and two girls. Before | learnt how to paint

my life was headed in a very different direction. , RO LE M O D E L

| was sent to prison on a domestic violence charge, after | AN D S H OW
had failed to appear at court. pEO pLE THAT

It wasn’t that | didn’t want to go to court, my head just
wasn’t in a place where | could see things clearly, which YO U CAN

was partly because | was mourning the death of my mother CHAN G E "

and brother.
- |AN PALMER

Two months later | handed myself in to the police and was
sentenced to five months in prison. When the judge sent
me to prison | felt happy and a big relief came over me.
This meant that | could have a break from life and reset my
life.

During the five months in prison | learnt how to paint. My
paintings gave me a way of expressing my feelings and
controlling my anger issues. | completed a certificate Il in
arts and started to feel strong again.

| want to show my kids and my family that domestic
violence is wrong and you can do great things for your
people and community.

| started the Campbell Page Arts Activity as a job seeker
4 months ago. | am now a supervisor for Campbell Page in
the Arts and Culture Activity.

| am proud that they have taken me on board and have
supported me with employment and my art work.

| am now hoping to use my art work as the Campbell
Page branding on Palm Island and feel that this is a great
connection between Palm Island and Campbell Page.
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